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HER ROYAL HIGHNESS AND THE CORONATION YEAR COLOURS 
WHICH SHE HAS SPONSORED. 
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THE CORONATION ANNEXE TO WESTMINSTER ABBEY: THE ROYAL ENTRANCE AND THE GREAT HALL, 
IN WHICH THE CORONATION PROCESSION WILL BE MARSHALLED, NOW IN CONSTRUCTION AND 
SHOWN AS THEY WILL APPEAR AGAINST THE WEST FRONT OF THE ABBEY ON CORONATION DAY. 


I EFORE the Coronation of King William IV., it was customary for the Sovereign to hold court in Westminster 

Hall before the Coronation ceremony and for the great procession to be marshalled therein. For the 
Coronation of William IV. a wooden vestibule, painted to resemble stone and fitted with stained-glass windows, was 
built against the west front of the Abbey. This was found to be inadequate, especially as rain fell during the ceremony 
and for all subsequent Coronations ample annexes have been built, all in a more or less Gothic style to harmonise with 
the background of the Abbey. The annexe for the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II., of the exterior of which 
we give an impression here, breaks away from this tradition It has been designed by Mr. Eric Bedford, the 
Chief Architect of the Ministry of Works, in a modernistic style, reminiscent of many of the buildings of the Festival 
of Britain. The surfaces are plain and the outlines are rectilinear ; and it merges without break into a large 


stand, which can be seen on the extreme left. It relies for its relief on colour, as, for example, on the underside of 


the roof of the turret incorporating the Royal Entrance. It is lit on the Victoria Street side by a huge glass 
wall and it is against this front that the ten ‘‘ Queen's Beasts,’’ heraldic animals holding shields and with 


‘expressions of ferocious loyalty on their aristocratic faces,’' are to stand. The canopy, which at the last Coronation 
superseded the porte-cochére at the Royal entrance, will in June be made of a transparent material a 


which, incidentally, will be a great help to the photographers recording the Queen's descent from the State 


teature 


coach, The cost of the annexe is estimated at 450,000, and it will be made of tubular steel, with walls of timber 
and building - board painted on the outside On the walls of the annexe will appear the arms and emblems of 
the Commonwealth nations and countries, modelled by Mr. James Woodward, R.A. (the designer of the ‘Queen's 
Beasts ''), and painted in the bright colours of heraldry ; and the great window is being engraved with emblems 
suitable to the Coronation. The turret above the Royal entrance, with its suspended Royal Arms, carries the 


flagstaff from which will fly the Royal Standard while the Queen is in the Abbey. 


From the watercolour by C. Terry Pledge, M.B.E.. A.RA.B.A. Ministry of Works, Crown Copyright Reserved 
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TAKING UP HIS APPOINTMENT AS GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF AUSTRALIA THIS SPRING: 


FIELD MARSHAL SIR WILLIAM SLIM, G.C.B.,, G.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., WITH LADY SLIM. 
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WITH A TRAIN OF THREE-AND-A-HALF YARDS : THE RED VELVET ROBE OF A MARCHIONESS, 
MINIVER TRIMMED, WORN OVER A GOLD-EMBROIDERED WHITE DRESS, AND CORONET 


THE APPROVED ALTERNATIVE 


DESIGN FOR A BARONESS'S ROBE, 


BY NORMAN HARTNELIL 
ROBE IS SLEEVELESS AND HAS A CAPE 


COLLAR OF MINIVER 
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